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Cua BOOK PROBLEMS 


me n prewar years, because the Japanese Government did not favor and- 
al y forbade formal religious instruction recognized private schools, — 
le consideration was given to religious text books. But since the 

as the war posts bie ee ation has taken cay in an CL Lore. 


ne eae all the ee ccs, except for the aatviiat differ 
pogether. In the senior high schools, however, because some 
come up from the junior high departments and others enter from, 
le non-Christian schools, it is difficult to handle them in the 

La es and PRG there are Boe reasons for not separating them. tae 


4 3) ae 377 are Peon fpoucsice schools. Atokeian Girls School in 
Shere are 200 from its junior high as against 130 from outside 
foe) ine proportion differs in every case and only a few schools such 
akuin and Joshi Seigakuin in Tokyo, where outside students are 
ced is there no problem. To deal with this subject the Educatio: 
of Christian Schools held a conference at Tokyo’ Internationa 
ober 18-19 and subsequently appointed a special committee to 
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D CHURCH BIENNIAL MEETING 


‘The Nineth- General Assembly of the United Church of Christ in Japan 
‘at the Fujimicho Church October 23-264 Delegates totalled 417 
presentatives of approximately 1,500 affiliated churches. 


Among the distinguished delegates present were Hon. Motojiro 
giyama, Vice Chairman of the/Lower House, Hon. Junzo Sasamori, Member 
' the House Councillors, Dr. Bunroku Arakawa, former president of 
ushu University and Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa. Dr. Takeshi Muto and . 

erend Gosaku Okada were re-elected moderator and vice moderator 
pectively on the first ballot. Among important actions taken were 
al approval of the creed which was tentatively adopted at the meeting 
“years.ago, reorganization of the headquarters’so as to give certaon 
icials greater responsibility, adoption of a budget calling for more 
port from Japanese sources for evangelism, the establishment of a 
ard of Foreign Missions, and a strong centennial movement. 


_ This board of Foreign Missions will be primarily concerned with 

curing pastors and religious workers for overseas Japanese committees 
d providing transportation to their field of service. But will also 
ruit specialists whose services are required in countries of the Far 
t and Southeast Asia and promote theological education for pastors of 
se areas either through scholarship funds in Japan or by assisting | 
ae theological education in Okinawa and elsewhere, 


: The total denominational budget for 1957 is estimated at ¥16, 100 

Potion, This includes headquarters administration = ¥700 Million, 

e€ Evangelism - ¥10,750,000, Cooperative Evangelism - ¥25,555, 000, 

ittee expenses - 27 690, 000, Publications = ¥452,999, 000; pensions- 

ae 000 and Building expenses of ¥1,550,000. 

In connection with the Protestant Centennial a special commission 

S created under the chairmanship of the moderator in order to better 

ordinate the activities and to make the final two years more meaningful. 
commission was urged to participate more fully in the program of — 

National Christian Council. 


‘The evangelistic program for the ensuing year (1957-58) will be 
netration of the gospels into society in general". Included in the 
sakdown of proposed activities are 1) strengthening the local churches; — 
senetration of society with the Gospel; and 3) Church education 
‘ee year- 1958, 


- JAPAN JOINT DECLARATION 


The resumption of diplomatic relations with the USSR is welcomed as 
sp toward peace by Dr. Takeshi Muto, moderator of the United Church 
hrist in Japan. In particular he hails with joy the prospects "that 
e who have been detained in USSR for eleven long years will be 

ted to return to their homeland in the near future "and compares it’ 


he return of the Jews from their captivity in Babylon. ene a 


et lies between the United State and USSR and therefore ir 
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“SEIN NIKKI EY MEETS 


. At the Annual Meeting held at Kashiwagi Church October 16s 1 

the Reverend Hajime Fujita, pastor of the Fukuoka:Jonan Church, was 
elected moderator of the Yhurch of Christ in Japan (Nihon Kirisuto 
Kyokai). This is commonly knownthe "New Church of Christ in Japan" 

a obin Wikki) because it is composdd-of churches formerty-affiliated with 
the prewar church of ee Same name, 


JAPAN CHRISTIAN YEAR BOOK 


.. ‘Editorial responsibility for the Japan Christian Year Book (English) 
has been assumed by the National Christian Council. The editorial 
“committee for the 1957 edition, which will be composed of missionaries 
and Japanese, will be announced later. The Kyobun Kwan continues as 
publisher. “The Fellowship of Christian Missionaries, which heretofore 
haspublished the Year Book, will publish a separate missionary directory 
55 which in the past has been a part of the year book, 


DR. KAGAWA SPEAKS — 


rf The Pisum cle Rauch of the United Church of Christ in Japan will 
conduct special evangelistic services November 2-4 with Dr. Toyohiko 
mapaweeas the principal speaker. His subjects will be "Creation of the 
“Universe and the Re-creation of Humanity," "The purpose and Spirit of 
she Universe" and ‘The Collective Consciousness of the Universe and 

Be Christianity.” . 


BIBLE IN . GREAT DEMAND 


During the first six month of 1956 the Japan Bible Society sold 
488 copies of the Bible. Overseas orders for. the new Colloquial - 
bible have come from Okinawa, Formosa, Korea, Hongkong, United States, 
ieee aa Holland, Iran, New Zealand and Yugoslavia. ‘ 


DA OHIO KOA RETURNS | : 
, = . 


The chairman of pie: National Christian Council, Dr. Michio Me 


oS States, states Seat evangelism in communist countries is very 
ifficult, that prohibition of Christian education in Hungary has forced | 
y Christian schools to close; and Ae although there is general 


‘The: Reverend ees Ebisawa, former General secretary of the 
jonal Christian Council, and well-known Christian leader, is among 
ose to be honored by the Ministry of Bducation on November 3 "Culture 
y." Mr. Ebisawa was born in Ibaragi Prefecture in 1883, graduated 
‘on the Civil Engineering Department of the Sapporo School of 
riculture (the present Hokkaido University), was employed by the 
vernment Railways and served in the Asahikawa Division when the 
Russo-Japanese war broke out. Under the guidance of Miss M. A. 
‘Daughaday and Dr. George M. Rowland, Congregational missionaries in 

+} Bec) he became an earnest Christian and in 1911 entered Pocni 
erie teal Seminary. 


After graduation, Mr. Ebisawa served as pastor of the Sapporo 

. for ten years. In 1924 he moved to Kyoto, but the following 
year resigned as pastor of the Kyoto Kumiai Christian Church to become 
Secretary of the recently organized National Christian Council which 
he served for nearly fifteen years. 


: ir, Ebisawa translated numerous articles and three books, nThe 
Psychological Basis of Religious Education,” "Christianity and a 
Communism" by the Committee to study a christian Approach to Communism 
‘of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, and "Religious 
‘Liberty,' " by Dr. M. Searle Bates. For decades be was one of the 
Pioneers in the field of religious education and has been connected 
with the Christian “Adeavor Movement for nearly forty years. 


IN BRIEF 

od 

The Kinjo Gakuin, a girls school in Nagoya established under the 
sponsorship of the Southern Presbyterian Church Mission, inaugurated 4 
new president, Kintaro Togari (60), Professor of Nagoya University, on 
October 18 in connection with the celebration of its 67th anniversary. 


The Reverend Edward. M. Dees Ph. D. and Mrs. olark left Japan on 
tober 31 after thirty-six years service in Japan as Missionaries of 
he Presbyterian Church (North). Dr. Clark has been very active in the 
eld of rural evangelism and was instrumental in founding the Hino 

al Evangelism Theological School of which he was the first president. 
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és Mr. “Seiji Giga, director of the Christian Children's Fund who ; 
ended the Eighth World Social Welfare Convention in Munich, Germany , 
1s’ August as official representative of Japan, arrived at Haneda 

oa from the United States on October 2h, 
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